PREFACE.                                  vii
as things too trivial'for the dignity of biography. His portraits
may be sometimes tinged with prejudice, but he always
presents us with real men and not with conventional figures.
His occasional reflections on manners and morals are acute
and entertaining, for his knowledge was not drawn from
books only; like Pope ' he had studied in the Academy of
Paracelsus, and made the world his favourite volume.'
In the opinion of Macaulay the best of the Lives are those
of Cowley, Dryden, and Pope, and the worst is that of Gray.
The comparative inferiority of the Life of Milton is not
owing to Johnson's defective knowledge of his subject
Certain errors of fact the life of course does contain. In
some cases later enquiry has disproved statements received
as true when Johnson wrote. The investigations of the
genealogists of the present century have superseded his
account of Milton's family and pedigree. The researches
of Professor Masspn amongst the State-papers have revealed
the exact history of Milton's Latin secretaryship. The
publication of Milton's ' Treatise of Christian Doctrine * has
thrown new light on the development of his religious
opinions. There are however other cases in which Johnson
has fallen into error through negligence. He attributes to
Ellwood instead of to Phillips the statement that Milton
could not endure to hear ' Paradise Regained' judged in-
ferior to * Paradise Lost/ and expands that statement into
the assertion that the poet preferred <Paradise Regained'
to {Paradise Lost.5 On another occasion he refers to Phillips
as authority for a statement which is made by Birch. He
carelessly writes of Milton as making the ten books of
6 Paradise Lost' into twelve by the division of the seventh
and twelfth. He misdates one of Milton's works, and appears
to confound two of his pamphlets into one.
These are trifling slips ; the great defect of Johnson's life
of Milton is the persistent depreciation of the poet's character
which pervades it throughout. At the time, and ever since,
it called forth continual protests. 'Against the life of